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Haskap	
  Permaculture:	
  A	
  new	
  opportunity	
  for	
  
commercial	
  producers.	
  

Haskap	
  berries,	
  aka	
  Northern	
  Blue	
  Honeysuckle	
  or	
  Honeyberries,	
  
offer	
  an	
  exciting	
  new	
  opportunity	
  for	
  commercial	
  development	
  of	
  
an	
  extremely	
  winter	
  tolerant,	
  high	
  antioxidant	
  producing,	
  first	
  early	
  
season,	
  tasty	
  fruit.	
  

	
  

Phytocultures	
  Ltd.	
  introduces	
  this	
  widely	
  adapted	
  new	
  berry	
  crop	
  
for	
  PEI	
  commercial	
  producers	
  now.	
  

Six	
  years	
  of	
  field	
  research,	
  conducted	
  on	
  a	
  28	
  acres	
  Clyde	
  River,	
  PEI,	
  
Canada	
  testing	
  plot	
  and	
  variety	
  breeding	
  location,	
  indicate	
  that	
  
Phytocultures’	
  proprietary	
  “INDIGO	
  clones”	
  (i.e.	
  INDIGO	
  TREAT	
  and	
  
INDIGO	
  GEM)	
  are	
  the	
  most	
  productive,	
  best	
  tasting	
  and	
  possess	
  
highest	
  total	
  antioxidant	
  levels	
  compared	
  to	
  other	
  Blue	
  Honeysuckle	
  
or	
  Wild	
  Low	
  Bush	
  Blueberries.	
  These	
  research	
  findings,	
  verified	
  by	
  
Canada’s	
  National	
  Research	
  Council,	
  Institute	
  for	
  Nutrisciences	
  and	
  
Health,	
  are	
  available	
  to	
  interested	
  parties.	
  

Furthermore,	
  the	
  INDIGO	
  varieties	
  can	
  easily	
  be	
  planted	
  with	
  e.g.	
  
variety	
  TUNDRA	
  due	
  to	
  comparable	
  blossom	
  and	
  ripening	
  times,	
  
berry	
  taste	
  and	
  berry	
  shape.	
  Detailed	
  production	
  information,	
  
sources	
  for	
  propagating	
  stocks	
  and	
  economic	
  details	
  for	
  plantation	
  
establishment	
  for	
  this	
  exciting	
  new	
  crop	
  are	
  available	
  from	
  
Phytocultures	
  Ltd.	
  upon	
  request.	
  

A	
  cost	
  of	
  production	
  (COP)	
  study	
  is	
  attached	
  as	
  a	
  model	
  calculation	
  
based	
  on	
  the	
  results	
  of	
  Phytocultures’	
  PEI	
  field	
  trials	
  and	
  estimated	
  
yields	
  in	
  years	
  seven	
  and	
  eight.	
  This	
  model	
  is	
  purely	
  indicative	
  and	
  
should	
  not	
  be	
  taken	
  as	
  definitive.	
  

Amortization	
  of	
  land	
  (c$	
  3,500	
  per	
  acre),	
  plants	
  (c$	
  3.00	
  per	
  plant,	
  
750	
  plants	
  per	
  acre	
  plus	
  10%	
  replant)	
  and	
  bird	
  netting	
  has	
  been	
  
calculated	
  with	
  assumed	
  25%	
  down	
  payment,	
  4%	
  interest	
  rate	
  and	
  
10	
  years	
  payback	
  period.	
  Two	
  scenarios	
  are	
  being	
  presented	
  with	
  
(A)	
  hand	
  harvested	
  and	
  (B)	
  machine	
  harvested	
  Haskap	
  berries.	
  	
  

This	
  COP	
  model	
  includes	
  a	
  berry	
  buy	
  back	
  option	
  for	
  berries	
  that	
  
meet	
  defined	
  quality	
  standards.	
  

Visit	
  our	
  PEI	
  research	
  plots	
  and	
  production	
  fields	
  and	
  judge	
  for	
  
yourself	
  commercial	
  opportunities	
  these	
  berries	
  present	
  or	
  plant	
  a	
  
test	
  plot	
  and	
  become	
  part	
  of	
  an	
  emerging	
  Haskap	
  industry.	
  

	
  

Contact:	
  	
  
Phytocultures	
  Ltd.	
  
43	
  McNevin	
  Drive,	
  Clyde	
  River,	
  PE,	
  
Canada,	
  C0A	
  1H0	
  
P:	
  902-­‐629-­‐1229,	
  F:	
  902-­‐629-­‐4645	
  
www.phytocultures.com



Haskap	
  Cost	
  of	
  Production	
  2014	
  for	
  Atlantic	
  Canada	
  and	
  Northern	
  Canadian	
  Regions.	
  

Estimated	
   [c$/acre]	
   Year	
  0	
   Year	
  1	
   Year	
  2	
   Year	
  3	
   Year	
  4	
   Year	
  5	
   Year	
  6	
   Year	
  7	
   Year	
  8	
  

Costs	
   Land	
  costs*	
   1194.00	
   319.00	
   319.00	
   319.00	
   319.00	
   319.00	
   319.00	
   319.00	
   319.00	
  

	
   Plants	
  incl.	
  royalty*	
   768.00	
   282.00	
   226.00	
   226.00	
   226.00	
   226.00	
   226.00	
   226.00	
   226.00	
  

	
   Bird	
  netting*	
   0.00	
   0.00	
   0.00	
   785.00	
   210.00	
   210.00	
   210.00	
   210.00	
   210.00	
  

	
   Posts	
  and	
  wires	
  for	
  bird	
  netting*	
   0.00	
   0.00	
   0.00	
   375.00	
   100.00	
   100.00	
   100.00	
   100.00	
   100.00	
  

	
   Labor	
  establishment	
   748.00	
   75.00	
   0.00	
   525.00	
   0.00	
   0.00	
   0.00	
   0.00	
   0.00	
  

	
   Soil	
  tests	
   30.00	
   30.00	
   30.00	
   30.00	
   30.00	
   30.00	
   30.00	
   30.00	
   30.00	
  

	
   Weed	
  control	
   150.00	
   150.00	
   150.00	
   150.00	
   150.00	
   150.00	
   150.00	
   150.00	
   150.00	
  

	
   Pruning	
   0.00	
   115.00	
   225.00	
   225.00	
   350.00	
   350.00	
   350.00	
   350.00	
   350.00	
  

	
   Mowing	
   400.00	
   400.00	
   400.00	
   400.00	
   400.00	
   400.00	
   400.00	
   400.00	
   400.00	
  

	
   Fertilization	
   55.00	
   55.00	
   110.00	
   160.00	
   215.00	
   215.00	
   215.00	
   215.00	
   215.00	
  

	
   Fungicide	
   36.00	
   36.00	
   36.00	
   36.00	
   36.00	
   36.00	
   36.00	
   36.00	
   36.00	
  

	
   Insecticide	
   40.00	
   40.00	
   40.00	
   40.00	
   40.00	
   40.00	
   40.00	
   40.00	
   40.00	
  

	
   Bumblebee	
  colonies	
   0.00	
   0.00	
   0.00	
   250.00	
   250.00	
   250.00	
   250.00	
   250.00	
   250.00	
  

	
   Labor	
  netting	
   0.00	
   0.00	
   0.00	
   670.00	
   670.00	
   670.00	
   670.00	
   670.00	
   670.00	
  

	
   Hand	
  harvest	
  (scenario	
  A)	
   0.00	
   0.00	
   0.00	
   1150.00	
   2250.00	
   3500.00	
   3500.00	
   3500.00	
   3500.00	
  

	
   Machine	
  harvest	
  (scenario	
  B)	
   0.00	
   0.00	
   0.00	
   490.00	
   975.00	
   1470.00	
   2205.00	
   2450.00	
   2450.00	
  

	
   Total	
  costs	
  (scenario	
  A)	
   3421.00	
   1502.00	
   1536.00	
   5341.00	
   5246.00	
   6496.00	
   6496.00	
   6496.00	
   6496.00	
  

	
   Total	
  costs	
  (scenario	
  B)	
   3421.00	
   1502.00	
   1536.00	
   4681.00	
   3971.00	
   4466.00	
   5201.00	
   5446.00	
   5446.00	
  

Revenue	
   Hand	
  harvest	
  @	
  c$6.00/pound	
   0.00	
   0.00	
   0.00	
   4500.00	
   9000.00	
   13500.00	
   20250.00	
   22500.00	
   22500.00	
  

	
   Machine	
  harvest	
  @	
  c$3.50/pound	
   0.00	
   0.00	
   0.00	
   2625.00	
   5250.00	
   7875.00	
   11810.00	
   13125.00	
   13125.00	
  

Net	
  income	
   Hand	
  harvest	
  (scenario	
  A)	
   -­‐3421.00	
   -­‐1502.00	
   -­‐1536.00	
   -­‐841.00	
   3754.00	
   7004.00	
   13754.00	
   16004.00	
   16004.00	
  

	
   Machine	
  harvest	
  (scenario	
  B)	
   -­‐3421.00	
   -­‐1502.00	
   -­‐1536.00	
   -­‐2056.00	
   1279.00	
   3409.00	
   6609.00	
   7679.00	
   7679.00	
  
*	
  Amortization	
  (25%	
  down	
  payment,	
  4%	
  interest	
  rate,	
  10	
  years	
  payback	
  period)	
  



FAQs 
 
What is a HASKAP? 
 
Haskaps are edible, berry producing, hearty bushes native to 
Canada’s Boreal regions that originate from the Lonicera 
group of plants, otherwise known as Honeysuckles.  
Why grow Haskap? 
 
Haskap represents a new berry crop for North America with 
new cropping patterns, new flavors and new marketing 
opportunities. These berries fit both, conventional and organic, 
management plans and will extend fresh berry harvesting 
seasons.  

Why are the U of S clones called Haskap?  
 
‘Haskap’ is being promoted as by the ‘Haskap Canada’ grower 
group to signify superior Blue Honeysuckle varieties 
descended from wild selected clones originating from Japan.  

Do you need two varieties for cross-pollination?   
 
Haskap plants or Blue Honeysuckles are self-sterile so, just 
like apples, they need another variety to optimize pollination.  

What soil type is required?  
 
Haskap are widely adapted and will grow in soils that range 
from light to heavier soil types. These plants are also known to 
grow in soils with pH as low as 5.3 to highs of 7.9. 
 
 

 
 
General production notes. 
 
Phytocultures’ test plot indicates Haskap plants respond most 
favourably to wind breaks and better soil structures, however, 
plants growing in exposed areas on an eroded former potato 
field were marginally reduced in growth and berry yield 
following the third season from planting.  
 
How soon can I expect fruit? 
 
Haskap plants/bushes flower freely and fruit set was observed 
on first year bushes in Phytocultures’ research plots. 
Harvestable crops are likely in year three, however, birds find 
Haskap fruit highly desirable – bird management is highly 
recommended.  
 
Do Haskap Berries have antioxidants?  
 
Phytocultures collaborative work during 2009-2010 with the 
Institute for Nutrisciences and Health, National Research 
Council laboratory has identified antioxidant levels in this fruit 
that exceed those of wild blueberries by two times. 

 

 


